Brief Communication 33 1 m long that was killed by Eskimos in the spring of 1980 near Barrow, Alaska. No similar lesions were found on this whale.
Renal Cell Carcinoma in a Camel (Cumelus dromedurius)
J. V~TOVEC In many countries of Africa and Asia the camel is an important animal, and it frequently is kept in large numbers. The literature, however, does not contain a single reference to the incidence of tumors in camels living in natural conditions in those countries. To the best of our knowledge, the only reports are one on a primary lung tumor in a Bactrian (two-humped) camel kept in a zoo [4] , and one from the U.S., on a fibromyxoma in the area of the left mandibular lymph node [I].
A renal cell carcinoma was identified in a camel slaughtered at the Mogadishu abattoir in Somalia. Grossly, the renal carcinoma was a large, ovoid, 21 x 12 x 12-cm expansive mass occupying most of the right caudal pole of the right kidney. The tumor was light brown on the cut surface and had a pseudolobular arrangement ( fig. 1 ). Some neoplastic tissue contained yellowish foci of necrosis. No metastases were found. Histology confirmed a predominantly papillary renal carcinoma. The papillary projections were comprised of fine, richly vascularized stroma covered with one or more layers of neoplastic cuboidal cells. Pleomorphism, cellular atypia, and nuclear hyperchromatism were common. There were few mitotic figures. In some areas the papillae were dense, in others there were richly ramified papillary fronds or finger-like projections proliferating into cystlike microcavities that contained many exfoliated tumor cells with scattered fibrin fibers and calcospherites ( fig. 2) . In some areas, the tumor tissue formed solid masses or tubules, some of them rudimentary. Microscopic examination of the margins often reveals that the tumor cells are infiltrating neighboring renal tissue ( fig. 3) .
In accordance with a comparative study of renal tumors in various animal species [2] , this particular tumor was classified as renal cell carcinoma with a papillary pattern. The local variability in the histological structure of this papillary tumor, i.e., its tendency to form solid masses or tubules, was consistent with the observed variability in histological structure seen in renal carcinoma in various species [2, 31. This is not an attempt to define the incidence and frequency of tumors in camels in Somalia. The above-described neoplasm was the only tumor found in about 13,000 camels slaughtered in the abattoir. 
